
i 

 

The Cogswell Courier 

“I neither despise nor fear” 

April 2023 



ii 

 

Cogswell Courier 
April 2023 

Volume 34, Issue 1 

The mission of the Cogswell Family Association is to perpetuate the memory, history and genealogy of the 
Cogswell family with particular emphasis on descendants of John and Elizabeth Cogswell who arrived in 
America in 1635. This mission is accomplished by collecting, preserving, recording and publishing family 

documentation, memorabilia and memorials, as well as promoting friendship, understanding, mutual 
assistance and collaborative research across the membership. 

Published by the Cogswell Family Association Three times a year: 

April, August & December—Deadlines for each issue: 

First day of the month prior to issue 

Information and news reported in the Cogswell Courier is obtained from third parties and 
public domain on the internet. 

Not all information is verified by the Editor. Please address any corrections to the Editor.” 
Send queries, news, stories, pictures, suggestions to: 

Denis Cogswell, Courier Editor 
8914 Puerto Del Rio Drive, Unit 501, Cape Canaveral, Florida 32920 

E-mail address: dlcogswell@pobox.com 
Telephone (321) 613-2278 

Membership information (on a calendar basis from January to December) 
See cogswellfamily.org for a membership application: 

http://www.cogswellfamily.org/membership.html  
Write to: Edward R. Cogswell 

214 140th St NW, Tulalip, WA 98271-8105 
E-mail address: cfa-secretary@cogswellfamily.org 

Send genealogical information or enquiries to: 
Historian: Eloise (“Elli”) Gassert 

618 Fourth Avenue, Lady Lake, FL 32159 
E-mail: cfa-historian@cogswellfamily.org 

Historical Database keepers: Brenda & Carolyn Cogswell 
4375 Bankside Ave., West Bloomfield, MI 48323   E-mail: bcogs54@gmail.com 

 

Web Sites 
Cogswell Family Association: http://www.cogswellfamily.org 

Cogswell Family Association Blog: http://cogswellfam.wordpress.com/ 
Cogswell Courier Blog: http://cogswellcourierblog.wordpress.com/ 

CFA Facebook: www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=113661535340209&v=info 

mailto:dlcogswell@pobox.com
http://www.cogswellfamily.org/membership.html
mailto:cfa-secretary@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-historian@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:bcogs54@gmail.com
http://www.cogswell.org
http://cogswellfam.wordpress.com/
http://cogswellcourierblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=113661535340209&v=info


1 

 

Sherman T. Cogswell  Cowboy Hall of Fame 

2008 MONTANA COWBOY HALL 
OF FAME INDUCTEE 

1860 – 1920 LEGACY AWARD 
DISTRICT 1 

Sherman T. Cogswell arrived in 
Wolf Point, Montana, in 1885, a 
pioneer of a different type than 
most early day settlers. A digni-
fied, quiet and discreet peace-
maker, noted to be able to deal 
with all sorts of characters, Mr. 
Cogswell lived the changing 
West. 

Through long years of close 
attention to business, Cogswell 
accumulated a modest fortune and as 
the town of Wolf Point grew and the 
country developed, he was generous in his invest-
ments and contributions to community enterprises. 

Cogswell was born near Adrian, Michigan, January 
24, 1865, to Richmond S. and Lydia (Stretch) Cog-
swell, both natives of Genesee, New York. At about 
the age of 20 he accepted an invitation from Major 
Burton Parker - who was an Indian agent at Poplar, 
Montana - to come west and take charge of an 
Indian school in Wolf Point. 

Mr. Cogswell arrived to succeed Mr. Massey at the 
Indian school, which was established by the Presby-
terian Indian Mission and currently guided by the 
government. The school was located in the end of 
one of the log stables belonging to the agency. 

Cogswell remained at his assignment as teacher for 
less than a year, for in 1886 he was employed at the 
TC Power trading post as a clerk. The business was 
later sold to WD Shaw, and another trading post 
operated under the name of HM Cosier & Company 
was built in Poplar. 
Cogswell then worked 
there until returning to 
Wolf Point in 1887, 
when he purchased the 

Wolf Point Trading Post. 

Cogswell took out a license as an 
Indian trader and renewed it 
through the years. According to 
history, he was the only licensed 
trader in this part of Montana. In 
1886, he was appointed as post-
master by General Vilas. He 
served in that capacity until 1915. 

As Wolf Point advanced, Cogswell 
took an active interest and was 
involved in several enterprises. He 
established an implement busi-
ness in 1913, and was instrumen-

tal in the building of the Sherman 
Hotel named in his honor. In the same 
year he was active in the building of 

the First State Bank and was president of this 
institution at the time of his death. Cogswell held 
stock in several other Wolf Point businesses. 

Cogswell was active in the Masonic Lodge and was a 
member of the Algerian Temple of the Mytic Shrine 
at Helena, becoming a member in 1904. He was also 
a member and trustee of the Wolf Point Presbyteri-
an Church. 

In 1932, Cogswell's longtime friend JB Randall 
accompanied him to Great Falls, where he was 
hospitalized at the Deaconess Hospital. He died 
there, at the age of 67, of diabetes, a disease that he 
had suffered for years. 

Sherman T. Cogswell, respected by many, was 
considered the dean of Wolf Point pioneers and 
held lifelong friendship with many Indians and 
ranchers of the area. 

 

Sherman T. Cogswell 

1865-1933 
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Rev A Charles Cannon, Jr.  

On Feb 15, 2023 the Cannon Family laid to rest a 
man who was Cogswell through and through (except 
in surname.)  

The Rev A Charles Cannon, Jr.  

He loved and celebrated our Cogswell heritage 
everyday of his life. Rest in peace and rise in glory, 
dad.  
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Looking Out 
Working out the bugs in quest for free lumber 

My pal Shifty Cogswell and I 
ride bicycles together most days, 
and this always leads to pleasant 
conversation as we crank along 
the roads and trails. Occasionally 
it leads to adventure or misadven-
ture.   

We both enjoy woodworking. 
He’s envious of my little workshop 
because it is in the basement and 
heated. I’m envious of his spa-
cious workshop because it is in a 
big garage with no stairs.   

While riding a few days ago, Shifty told that his 
old college chum Mitch had a huge pile of black 
cherry lumber to give away. Shifty and I both enjoy 
working with cherry. Besides, what’s not to like 
about free lumber?   

The next day, Shifty and I climbed into his pickup 
and drove an hour to meet Mitch at the storage unit 
he was emptying. Mitch rolled up the door and sure 
enough, next to some old furniture and what-not 
was a huge pile of rough-sawn cherry, all properly 
stacked and stickered. It was very dusty and dirty 
from sitting so long.  “I had a tree in my front yard 
cut down many years ago,” said Mitch. “I had it 
sawed into lumber, always thinking I’d make stuff 
out of it, but so far all I’ve made is rent payments on 
this storage unit.”   

The three of us donned gloves and made quick 
work of loading half of the pile in the back of the 
truck, which pushed the vehicle well-down on its 
springs.  “We’ll have to come back for the rest,” said 
Shifty.  We thanked Mitch and headed home.  

“I’ve been thinking,” said Shifty.   

“Oh, oh.”   

“If we take this home, we’ll have to unload it. 
Then we’ll have to reload it and drive to the mill to 
have it planed smooth, trimmed and edged. There’s 
way too much for us to do that with our own equip-
ment,” he said.   

“You’re right,” I replied.   

“Let’s take it to the mill right 
now.”   

We did. An hour-and-a-half in the 
wrong direction.   

A nice chap in the mill said they 
could trim it all up for us for a 
reasonable price, and that we 
could pick it up the next day.   

“Let me take a quick look at it,” he 
said. We walked to the truck and 

he looked at the fat pile of wood. He dusted off one 
of the boards with his gloved hand.  “Get it out of 
here!” he said. “It’s all full of Powder Post Beetles. If 
we unload that at this lumber mill that’s all full of 
great wood, it would be like taking a match to a 
gasoline refinery.”   

He showed us the telltale holes, channels and 
sawdust left by the wood-chomping critters.  “You 
could take it to a steam-fired kiln and have those 
bugs cooked to death, but it would be expensive--
and it is 2 hours away. Your wood would still be full 
of holes, though,” he said.   

Back in the truck again, we were now faced with 
getting rid of a load of worthless lumber. As Shifty 
drove, I called a landfill. Yes, they’d take it.   

Another hour in the truck and we were at the 
landfill, tossing big board after big board into a huge 
dumpster. They charged us $80.   

Thirty more minutes in the truck. Shifty called to 
thank Mitch for the wood and to tell him that he 
needed to find a way to get rid of the other half of 
the pile.   

A waste of time, money and gasoline? Naw. We 
laughed a lot.  

Sometimes, misadventures are as much fun as 
adventures.    
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Cogswell Historical Sites 

Cornelia Isabelle HIRSCH Unmarked grave. 

Died from complications of childbirth. 

Daughter of John H. Rhodes and Julia Ann 
(Sweat); married William T. Cogswell 24Dec1866 
Leon County, FL. William is listed as Widowed in the 
1885 FL State Census. 

Thanks to FAG Volunteer: eeazye (#48121906): 
The 1860 United States Federal Census lists her as 
the daughter of John H & Julia Ann Rhodes & that 
she was 12 years old which would put her birth year 
as 1848, place of birth Florida. 

The Cemeteries of Leon County Florida, Rural, 
White Cemeteries: Tombstone Inscriptions & 
Epitaphs. Compiled and Edited by Joy Smith Paisley; 
Colonial Dames XVII Century, Dominie Everardus 
Bogardus Chapter; Tallahassee, FL, 1978, page 117 
'This well-maintained cemetery is two miles north of 
the town of Woodville on a road marked with its 
name. Township 2 S, Range 1 E, Section 9/10. The 
fence-enclosed plot, shaded by tall pines and 
hardwoods, was begun by the PAGE family which 
emigrated to Leon County from North Carolina in 
1847, though PAGE family graves are no longer 
marked. ASA H. RHODES, a widower, brought his 
children to Leon County from Onslow County, N.C. 
before 1837 when he died here. The family moved 
to the Woodville area, acquiring the Page land, and 
they, their relatives and descendants have for 
generations been interred in this plot. Another early 
settler rests here, JOSEPHUS STARKWEATHER, who 
emigrated from Greene County, N.C. in 1847 and lies 
in an unmarked grave. His daughter, JULIA ANN 
STARKWEATHER, married BRICEY FONVILLE RHODES, 
I, son of ASA H. RHODES. Among interesting inscrip-
tions is that of an officer of the Union Army of 

Occupation, BRIG.-GEN. WILLIAM T. COGSWELL, 
who married ESTELLE RHODES of Tallahassee. 
Genealogical information and record of unmarked 
graves were supplied by Dr. Francis A. Rhodes, 
Tallahassee. Recorded Oct. 18, 1975 by Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifton L. Paisley and Dr. Francis A. (Arlie) Rhodes; 
For: Bicentennial Cemetery Survey of the Colonial 
Dames XVII Century, Dominie Everardus Bogardus 
Chapter.'  

Editor: 

From ancenstry.com: 

Gen William Thomas Cogswell married 22Nov1858 on Cornelia 
Isabelle HIRSCH  (30Nov1834-22Mar1925)  and had a daughter 
(Alice Isabelle Cogswell on 22Nov1859). 

But, in Dec1860 (she may have) divorced William in New 
Hampshire, because... 

In 1861 William was by then the US Confederate Sixth Infantry 
(3rd Infantry). 

Subsequently, William Cogswell married in 24Dec1866 at 
Tallahassee to Estelle Blanch Rhodes (1848-17Nov1872). They 
had a son (14Nov1867 Charles F. Cogswell (1867–1920)) and a 
daughter (15Mar1869 Almeda Julia "Allie" Cogswell (1869–
1969)). They had a third son (14Nov1872 John Alfred Blanche 
Cogswell (1872–)), but she died in childbirth. 

Their son John Alfred Blanche Cogswell subsequently applied 
for the DAR and was accepted in 19May1896. 

General Willian T. Cogswell died in 14Aug1918 in Tallahassee. 

If this is true, William may have divorced his wife over being 
left her to go over to the confederates. 

Burial sites of General Willian T. Cogswell 
(22Jun1835-14Aug1918) and 
his wife Cornelia Isabelle 
HIRSCH  (30Nov1834-
22Mar1925) in Tallahassee, FL. 
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Sold at Auction: William F. Cogswell 
(1819-1903)  

Prominent portrait artist William F. Cogswell 
captured likenesses of some of the most notable 
subjects of his day, including a portrait of Abraham 
Lincoln from 1864 that is now part of the White 
House Collection and a portrait of General Ulysses S. 
Grant from 1868. Cogswell is said to have been a 
favorite of the Grant family, even painting a life-sized 
portrait of the entire group. Born in upstate New York 
and entirely self-taught, Cogswell worked briefly as a 
color mixer at a Buffalo paint factory before moving 
to New York City to work as a successful professional 
artist. In the lovely portrait of a young lady offered 
here, Cogswell’s skillful brushwork and keen eye for 
color are on full display in the sensitive likeness. In 
1849, Cogswell traveled to California to paint the gold 
rush and also captured scenes of Panama along his 
journey. Though well-established in New York, 
Cogswell moved to California permanently in 1873, 
settling in an area in what is now east of Pasadena 
where he founded the Sierra Madre Villa Hotel, 
considered to be southern California’s first famous 
resort.  

William F. Cogswell, 

"Portrait of a Young 

Lady", oil on canvas, 

signed lower right, 14 

1/2 in. x 12 1/4 in., 

framed.  

Portrait of General Philip 

Sheridan Unsigned Oil on 

canvas 29 x 22 in  

In 1864 William F. Cogswell was invited to the 
White House to sketch President Lincoln. The 
painting shows Lincoln on the White House porch 
with the Capitol dome in the background and the 
President s black coat and tall hat on the chair in the 
foreground. As the work was nearing completion, the 
U.S. Congress announced a portrait contest to paint 
Lincoln's likeness and preserve a part of Lincoln's 
legacy with President Ulysses S. Grant choosing the 
winner. Grant chose a painting by William Cogswell, 
making it the official White House portrait. Cogswell 
completed three replicas of this life-sized portrait. He 
sold one to the State of California and it now hangs in 
the State Assembly Chambers behind the speaker s 
podium. Another was owned by the State House of 
Hawaii, and the last, Cogswell kept for himself. While 
he captured the faces of many prominent people, 
Cogswell is most noted for his portraits of Ulysses S. 
Grant, currently hanging in the United States Senate, 
and Abraham Lincoln, which was displayed in the 
Green Room at the time of the artist s death in 1903 
and still hangs in the White House today.  

Website: Sold at Auction: William F. Cogswell 

https://www.invaluable.com/artist/cogswell-william-f-6zttmr5ymy/sold-at-auction-prices/
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Margaret Couch Cogswell—Artist 

Margaret Couch Cogswell describes herself as a 
storyteller at heart. Using cloth, thread, paper, 
color, and patterns, her work spins whimsical tales 
that delight viewers of all ages.   

Cogswell is a longstanding member 
of the Asheville artist community where 
she is closely associated with the 
wonderful non-profit, Asheville Book-
works.  Cogswell’s artist books, crowns, 
and paper maché sculptures were 
exhibited in the Gallery Nomads Ashe-
ville exhibition at GreenHill in 2016.  

Cogswell states:  

“My conviction that our greatest rewards often 
come from simple, everyday objects and moments is 
a recurring theme. Communicating with people 
through the objects I make continues to be the 
primary and sustaining focus of my work.” 

Cogswell’s choice of materials and approach: 
”using rivets, tabs, wire, and stitching to integrate 
the disparate components” are a means for sparking 
creative thought: “For me, materials that are com-
mon allow freedom—I don’t like to follow a recipe 
or to be bound by the limitations of a particular 
tool.”  As in her colorful paper maché Story Ball in 
which fragments of text fall from openings in the 
ball when moved, Cogswell’s works offer kernels of 
larger narratives:  “I want my work to be a trigger 
point for the viewer; to bring an idea, a memory, or 
a connection to mind, but not to tell the whole 
story.”  

Cogswell's Book, Creative Adventures in Hand-
made Books, offers guides to several of the artist's 
projects in paper maché. 

 

Margaret Couch Cogswell, Duck and Birdbrain Crown in Gallery 

Nomads Asheville  

Margaret Couch Cogswell, Doug  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEvT4H_bp7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEvT4H_bp7s
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Robert Gray, Sergeant Major 

Harvey Cogswell and his brother-in-law, Benja-
min F. Evans, organized and operated the printing 
firm of Evans & Cogswell in Charleston (SC). In the 
days leading up to secession, the Evans & Cogswell 
Printing Company was retained as printers to the 
Secession Convention, and daily printed the minutes 
of the Convention. The Ordinance of Secession, one 
of the most fateful documents in America's history, 
was lithographed by Evans & Cogswell. 

During the Civil War, Evans & Cogswell printed 
small denomination Confederate currency, Govern-
ment bonds, the Soldier's Prayer Book, books on war 
tactics, stamps, and medical books. Their company 
had been established in Charleston, but was moved 
to Columbia (SC) in 1864 for protection from invad-
ing Union forces under General William T. Sherman. 

Subsequently, Columbia, and the Evans & 
Cogswell printing plant there, were extensively 
damaged by fire in February 1865 during the course 
of General Sherman's march northward through 
South Carolina. 

Because of this devastating loss, the company 
went into bankruptcy, but was reorganized in 1866 
with the addition of C. Irvin Walker, a distinguished 
Confederate veteran, and the company was re-
named Walker, Evans & Cogswell. 

Harvey Cogswell's rebuilt Columbia printing 
plant was listed Number One among "South Caroli-
na's 11 most endangered sites" by The Palmetto 
Trust for Historic Preservation. From an article by 
Ron Cogswell.  

Connor M. Cogswell 
Not to quibble, but Evans & Cogswell's bankrupt-

cy filing was in 1868, not 1866, and had little to do 
with the outcome of the Civil War. It's a bit of a 
family secret, but Ben Evans and Harvey Cogswell 
began preparing for the South's inevitable transition 
from an agrarian to a capitalist economy in 1864 
when they incorporated Kalmia Mills and lined up 
local investors (albeit in Confederate dollars)   for a 
proposed cotton mill. In December 1865 they paid 
$8,000 in gold specie for 400 acres near Augusta, 
Georgia, on a tributary of the Savannah River, and 
borrowed almost $200,000 from a New York capital-
ist to build the proposed mill and necessary worker 
housing. Upon completion they planned on paying 
the obligation with proceeds from a Wall Street 
stock offering. But when the note came due the 
once booming war economy was grinding to a halt 
and there were no takers  for the stock. Confident 
the market would turn in their direction, to get a 
nine month extension, they doubled down and 
mortgaged their plants in both Columbia and 
Charleston, along with their personal homes. The 
market did not turn and they were forced into 
bankruptcy to pay debts related to the 
still unfinished mill.  Thirty-five years later the New 
York capitalist sold the Charleston real estate (where 
the plaque is located) back to my great-grandfather 
(Edna's grandfather). Apparently until then, they 
paid rent. 

The company recounted its history in a 1922 
promotional book marking its 100th anniversary, but 
there is no mention of this. 

Evans and Cogswell Printing Plant 

The old Confederate Printing Plant in the downtown Vista area, 

was built by the Evans and Cogswell Company in 1864 for the 

purpose of printing Confederate currency during the Civil War.  

https://civilwartalk.com/members/robert-gray.7010/
https://www.sciway.net/hist/periods/civilwar.html
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Yay! Kristen Cog-
swell, my sister Kristen 
Cogswell was just elected 
Mayor of Red Lodge 
Montana!!!!  

Red Lodge City Judge 
Raphael J. He Does It 
stands with the newly 
appointed City Council 
officers and Mayor earlier 
this week at City Hall. 
Sworn in from left to 
right; Kelly Heaton (Ward 
1), Jenn Battles (Ward 1), Terri Durbin (Ward 2), Red 
Lodge Mayor Kristen Cogswell, and Jody Ronning 
(Ward 3). The first City Council meeting will be Jan. 
11 at 7 p.m.  

https://www.carboncountynews.com/search/
node/Kristen%20Cogswell?page=1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Related: After Yellowstone floods, resilient Red 

Lodge, Mont., is back open for business - The Boston 

Globe  

 

Contributed by Heidi Whitman 

Cogswells in the News I 

Roger Bohn honored by Lions Club for 51 

years of service to the community 

Roger Bohn, a 51-year member of the Batavia Lions 

Club, was honored Monday night at the civic club's 

weekly meeting held at the American Legion in 

Batavia with the Robert J Uplinger Award.   

The Robert J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award 

was established in 1993. The award honors out-

standing individuals (both Lions and non-Lions) or 

organizations who provide a significant service to 

their club, district or community.   

The Lions Clubs motto is "We serve," and Bohn has 

fulfilled that duty by being a past president, as well 

as holding a variety of other offices, and serving on 

countless committees to serve our community for 

51 years, including many events to assist the NYS 

School for the Blind.   

Bohn is pictured with Diane Hawn, current Batavia 

Lions Club president. 

https://www.carboncountynews.com/search/node/Kristen%20Cogswell?page=1
https://www.carboncountynews.com/search/node/Kristen%20Cogswell?page=1
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/special-projects/2022/10/road-trip-america/yellowstone-floods-tourism-disaster?fbclid=IwAR1l4bmPn4TwvlQLhsQ3v2DYUtfrJOWV9-9BIQvUnM493CxtHLWWcEwLkAs
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/special-projects/2022/10/road-trip-america/yellowstone-floods-tourism-disaster?fbclid=IwAR1l4bmPn4TwvlQLhsQ3v2DYUtfrJOWV9-9BIQvUnM493CxtHLWWcEwLkAs
https://apps.bostonglobe.com/special-projects/2022/10/road-trip-america/yellowstone-floods-tourism-disaster?fbclid=IwAR1l4bmPn4TwvlQLhsQ3v2DYUtfrJOWV9-9BIQvUnM493CxtHLWWcEwLkAs
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Cogswells in the News II 

Essex Cogswell Haybarn Has Found a New Home 

The Essex Historical Society and Shipbuilding 
Museum (EHSSM) is pleased to announce the 
historic Essex Cogswell Haybarn has found a new 
home in Rockport at Woodbury Hill Farm owned by 
Aaron Tuffley and Betsy Lordan.  The EHSSM is 
partnering with them to pass along the know-how 
and history of the structure and will help document 
their project. 

In December 2019, just before the pandemic, 
EHSSM was alerted that a historic barn on John Wise 
Avenue in Essex was going to be torn down to make 
way for the town’s new safety building.  While 
saving the barn was a priority for the town’s plan-
ning board, it was determined that repurposing the 
structure was not an economically viable op-
tion.  Not wanting to see the historic 1700s Essex 
timber frame hay barn destroyed, EHSSM mobilized 
numerous passionate museum members and 
dedicated individuals in the wider community to 
help save it. 

Once dismantled from John Wise Avenue, the 
Museum built a temporary shed to house the 
structure and examined the timbers’ structural 
integrity to determine whether it could be used as a 
replacement building for EHSSM’s aging Water Line 
Center.  The timbers were carefully analyzed, 
cataloged, and preserved so that the elements could 
be re-erected in a timely manner. 

Due to the size and age of the structure, the 
constraints of the EHSSM waterfront campus, and 
the tight timeline to reassemble the barn, the 
museum ultimately determined it could not repur-
pose the hay barn on site.  Knowing the precarious 
condition of the barn frame, its historical value to 
the region, and having a contemporary agricultural 
use plan, local farmer and horse lover, Aaron Tuffley 
approached the museum in late 2022 with an offer 
to take stewardship of the 18th-century struc-
ture.  As time and weather exposure were pressing 
threats to the timbers, EHSSM and Mr. Tuffley 
quickly came to an agreement to help secure its 
bright, next chapter: for the timbers to be reassem-

bled in Rockport and used as they were originally 
intended, for the storage of hay and horses. 

The EHSSM is gratified that the historic Essex 
Cogswell Haybarn has found a new home at Wood-
bury Hill Farm and would like to thank the Museum 
community for their generous support throughout 
this important project.  EHSSM is a small well-
conceived museum with many treasures that chart 
the journey of the early settlers and the town’s 
shipbuilding industry.  The Essex Historical Society 
was formed in 1937, meeting in members’ homes, 
sharing research with one another about the town’s 
early settlers.  Sparked by the bicentennial in 1976, 
the Essex Historical Society established the Essex 
Shipbuilding Museum and chose the town’s Central 
Schoolhouse to display artifacts.  This later became 
the permanent home for the Essex Historical Society 
and Shipbuilding Museum.  Learn more 
at: www.essexshipbuilding.org 

 

Workers on the site of the Essex Shipbuilding Museum 

The Ship Building Museum coming up in Rockport 

http://www.essexshipbuilding.org
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Cogswells in the News III 

Promotional ceremony honors 3 Turners 
Falls firefighters 

TURNERS FALLS, MA — Surrounded by their 
families and friends, firefighters Kyle Cogswell, 
Geoffrey Ellis and William Doyle were honored 
during a promotional ceremony at the Montague 
Public Safety Complex on Sunday. 

Cogswell was promoted to deputy chief, while 
Ellis was given the rank of captain and Doyle was 
sworn in as a probationary firefighter. Prior to this 
promotion, Cogswell has served as captain for eight 
years. This is his 20th year serving on the Turners 
Falls Fire Department. 

Cogswell explained his new position centers 
around inspections, primarily of homes that are 
being sold, and fire prevention. “In my new role, I 
will be aiding in how I can help at a fire scene or 
larger emergency with an emphasis on command,” 
he added. Cogswell said the biggest lesson he 
learned in his past positions was the importance of 
training. 

“Always prepare yourself for the next emergen-
cy,” Cogswell said. 

In his time on the job, the Turners Falls Fire 
Department has changed considerably. Cogswell 
said call volume has quadrupled since he started. 
With the addition of two ambulances to the station, 
the Fire Department has been able to better serve 
residents. “We are able to provide better care and 
more expanded service,” Cogswell said. 

By EILEEN O’GRADY 

Monitor staff 

3/7/2023 3:46:31 PM 

The Concord School 
District voted Monday 
to appoint Clint Cog-
swell to be the new 
school district treasurer 
for the remainder of 
this year’s term. 

Cogswell will be 
taking over from previous treasurer Tom Croteau, 
who was appointed to fill a vacant seat on the 
Concord School Board in February. The treasurer’s 
responsibilities include meeting quarterly with 
business manager Jack Dunn to discuss the district’s 
finances, and signing off on any bond items. 

School Board president Jim Richards nominated 
Cogswell, a former teacher and principal who also 
been a Concord School Board member 
and treasurer and was a member of Charter Com-
mission in 2012 and 2022.  

“He is formerly a treasurer of the district and is 
very familiar with our finances, as well as being a 
former Board member,” Richards said. “I heartily 
endorse him and I'm glad he said that he was 
willing to do that.”  
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MI – Oshtemo Township 
grew a lot in the 15 years Libby Heiny-Cogswell 
served as supervisor. 

Heiny-Cogswell, the first woman at the helm, is 
stepping down as Oshtemo Township supervisor 
effective May 1. No longer working full time will give 
her the ability to spend more time with her five 
grandsons who were born in the last six years. “We 
do have extremely talented staff at the township, 
which makes me feel a little bit better about step-
ping down at this point,” she said. 

The staff within township offices has grown over 
the years, as more and more people moved into 
Oshtemo Township. Reflecting on her tenure, Heiny-
Cogswell is proud of the area’s growth and develop-
ment. The township is the biggest in the county, 
with 23,747 residents, according to the 2020 U.S. 
Census. 

The most visible growth during her tenure is the 
commercial district along West Main Street, but the 
township has also grown a lot internally, including to 
a full-time fire department from a paid, on call 
department. “There’s more people calling asking 
questions about zoning, assessing, etc.,” Heiny-
Cogswell said. “There is the need for them.” 

Serving on the planning commission for six years 
is what first piqued Heiny-Cogswell’s interest in local 
government and she decided to run for office. The 
work was broader than the planning commission, 
but still interesting, she said. 

Before being elected in November 2008, she 
worked in landscape architecture. She said she really 
enjoyed working with the parks system before a 
parks director was hired in 2012. 

After stepping down from supervisor, she said 
she wants to work part-time with the township, 
preferably as a part-time parks director. Parks 
Director Karen High is retiring in April and is interest-
ed in splitting the job, Heiny-Cogswell said. 

The township board is considering splitting the 
position into two part-time jobs, according to 
meeting minutes. 

Working on the parks system and the non-
motorized network, bringing completed streets to 
neighborhoods, was one of her favorite parts of the 
job. Adding sidewalks and paths to roadways looks 
simple from the outside, but is actually really 
complex, she said. “It was a major push and it’s not 
done but we’ve certainly made huge headway,” 
Heiny-Cogswell said. 

Growth is likely one of the toughest challenges 
the township will face in coming years, she said, 
explaining that coordinating that growth from 
zoning to planning to staffing takes a lot of work. 

As the residents increase and businesses grow, a 
domino effect is caused, creating need for other 
parts to grow. “It’s both exciting and challenging at 
the same time to have that kind of growth,” Heiny-
Cogswell said. “To address it, the board and the staff 
are working to update our master plan. That needs 
to be solidly in place to (be) the pivotal point around 
all of the growth that’s still going to be happening 
because we don’t own the land. “We’re not going to 
stop the growth. We can’t do that. And I know some 
would like to, but we can’t.” 

Heiny-Cogswell was elected four times, with her 
last term set to end in 2024. She’s stepping down 
early but says she still has a lot of love for her 
community. “It certainly was an honor to serve, I 
never took it for granted,” Heiny-Cogswell said. “It’s 
just an honor to serve the community, and certainly, 
help facilitate moving a lot of things forward.” 

Link to KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MI. 

Cogswells in the News IV 

Oshtemo Township Supervisor Libby Heiny-Cogswell walks 

through the Veterans Memorial in downtown Kalamazoo  

https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2023/03/retiring-oshtemo-township-supervisor-proud-of-growth-adding-non-motorized-paths.html?outputType=amp&fbclid=IwAR2bXp18etxFsfncL6F1KZaLc5si5XSN8x-MZAvroUXdXxd8Jx92eKD9zJg
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Cogswells in the News V 

Nathan Cogswell, 
Research Associate, 
International Climate 
Action. 

Nathan is a Research Associate with the Interna-
tional Climate Action Initiative where is a core 
member of WRI’s work on the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change process and other 
international climate policy initiatives. In particular, 
Nathan's research, engagement, and work is fo-
cused on supporting the UNFCCC negotiations and 
implementation of the Paris Agreement’s rule-
based regime, with attention to issues related to 
transparency, accountability, and capacity building. 

Prior to joining WRI’s International Climate 
team, Nathan focused on advancing US-domestic 
climate resilience and preparedness as part of WRI’s 
U.S. Climate Impacts project. 

Nathan holds an Master of Arts in Environmen-
tal Resource Policy from the George Washington 
University and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
from American University in Washington, DC. 

During the spring and fall months, Nathan 
spends his weekends umpiring Little League base-
ball games. 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – Charleston mayoral 
candidate William Cogswell held a campaign kickoff 
party at Hometeam BBQ in downtown Charleston 
on Thursday night. 

Cogswell, who announced his candidacy for 
mayor last October, previously served in the South 
Carolina House of Representatives in 2016 where he 
represented District 110. 

He chose not to seek re-election so that he could 
focus on his 2023 mayoral run. 

With support from fellow lawmakers and family 
members during Thursday night’s event, Cogswell 
laid out his vision for the city of Charleston should 
he be elected to that position. 

Cogswell has said Charleston needs real vision, 
leadership, “and a collaborative approach to govern-
ance to address our compounding problems.” 

He said it’s time to be proactive. 

“I was hearing a lot about what was going on in 
Charleston and obviously knew a lot about it be-
cause of my day job, but also because of serving the 
peninsula and parts of Mount Pleasant in the South 
Carolina House, and frankly, a lot of things have 
been said or are being said, but just not a lot of 
action,” Cogswell said in an interview with News 2 
prior to speaking at the event. 

The mayoral race will take place on Tuesday, 
November 7, 2023. 
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 Annual Fishing Derby 

Kids will try to catch the biggest and best trout 
during the annual fishing derby at Mill Pond on 
April 12th. Registration begins at 8:30AM with the 
first lines being allowed in the water at 9:00AM and 
the derby will run till 11:00AM. 

A secret stocking of the pond with 370 pounds 
of rainbow trout will take place ahead of Derby 
Day. Recreation Director Steve Benko said it’s a 
chance for youngsters in town to try their hand at 
fishing. It’s a nice event for the spring to start 
with,” Benko said. “We’ve helped out for years, and 
it’s a fun thing to do. A New Canaan tradition 
started by The Police Benevolent Association in the 
early 1970’s, and it was named for former New 
Canaan Police Officer George Cogswell. The event 
took a brief hiatus but was restarted about three 
years ago after Mill Pond was dredged and then 
refilled. “The fishing derby is a great tradition in 
New Canaan and definitely says spring is here,” said 
Tucker Murphy, executive director of the Chamber 
of Commerce 

Children ages 15 and younger (ages 10 and 
younger must be accompanied by an adult) will 
compete for special prizes awarded in several 
categories including the first boy and first girl to 
catch a fish and the largest fish caught. The event is 
free to the public and is sponsored by the New 
Canaan Recreation Department with assistance 
from the Department of Public Works, The New 
Canaan Chamber of Commerce, The Kiwanis Club, 
Police Benevolent Association, New Canaan Fire 
Dept. and local merchants such as Joe’s Pizza who 
will be serving pizza and coupons for free ice cream 
cones from Baskin Robbins. The “fish fund” is 
always looking for private donations to help with 
the costs of the event. Anyone wishing to help can 
send a check to the “Fish Management Fund”, 
Town of New Canaan – Att: DPW Fish Mgmt., 77 
Main Street, New Canaan CT 06840  

George Cogswell Memorial 

Where 

Mill Pond 

Millport Avenue 

New Canaan, CT 

06840 

Click Below to Register! 
Must Register for Event 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejpp4pg72084b72a&oseq=&c=&ch=
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Jean Cogswell (Nee Ellis)  death of October 

29th, 2022, at the age of 

85, resident of Sutton. 

Jean was of the husband 

of the late Rev. Malcolm 

Thomas Cogswell  

Jean was a vivacious 

woman with a love of 

learning and for discover-

ing the world around her. 

She adored museums, 

road trips, and travels 

across the world. And, 

when she tried a new cuisine, she would be talking 

about it for weeks. She treated each new experi-

ence or new piece of knowledge like a blessing. I 

like to think that a curiosity about the things which 

surround us is something that we both had in 

common, and I’m sure Grammie helped shape me 

to be who I am today.  

 

Obituary: Jean Cogswell 

 

 

 

James Cogswell, 65, born 

December 26, 1956, of 

Clintonville, PA, died 

November 25, 2022.  Jim 

loved to be with his fami-

ly.  He was most at peace 

when he was fishing and 

went every chance he 

could.  He graduated from 

New Wilmington High 

School.  He was most 

recently employed at Montgomery Truss in Grove 

City.   

 

Obituary: James Cogswell 

 

 

Milestones Deaths I 

Charles “Chuck” Cogswell passed away on 

November 27, 2022, at his 

home in Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire, surrounded by his 

loved ones. He was 89. 

Chuck was born in Fram-

ingham, Massachusetts, on 

December 17, 1932, to 

Charles and Daisy (Bennett) 

Cogswell. Shortly thereafter, 

his family moved to Nova 

Scotia, Canada. Nicknamed Buzz, he spent his 

childhood farming, caring for, and selling his family’s 

produce with his eight brothers and sisters. These 

early experiences with family helped to mold him 

into the strong, tender-hearted, sometimes riotous 

dreamer we were so fond of. He spoke affectionate-

ly of his young years in Canada - his parents and 

siblings - and he continued visiting family in Nova 

Scotia, often with his daughter Angela, well into his 

80s. 

After moving back to the states at 18, Chuck 

enlisted in the United States Airforce at Fort Belvoir 

and spent twenty-two years serving his country - 

something he was always very proud of. His work as 

a drill sergeant was one of his most rewarding 

positions in the Air Force. He kept in touch with 

many of the Airmen he served alongside throughout 

his life. After World War II, during the occupation of 

Germany, Chuck met the love of his life, Eva Schus-

ter, in Munich. Chuck always spoke of these days 

with stars in his eyes. He and Eva would travel 

together in Europe, and it was rumored that they 

even sang together for audiences in hotels in 

Munich. Eva would go on to become his wife in 

1953 and together have three children: Dean, 

Angela, and Ron. 

 

Obituary: Charles “Chuck” Cogswell  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/113661535340209/permalink/5807466832626289/
https://www.mckinleyfuneralhome.net/obituary/James-Cogswell?fbclid=IwAR0Fwl6M-hwXMUSKCs18AEbP1IgnKPuTkrevTiMraPNkEXCBpM228fz37_c
https://www.seacoastonline.com/obituaries/pprt0368457
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Milestones Death II 

Joycelyn Walden Cogswell, 
of Fayetteville, passed away on 
January 2, 2023, with her family 
at her side. 

Miss Joy was born in Columbia, 
Mississippi, on April 2, 
1947.  Her parents were Ben 
and Katheryne Walden.  She 

grew up in Columbia, graduating from Columbia HS 
in 1965.  She attended Florida State University 
where she earned a Bachelor of Music Education 
with Piano Principal degree.  She began graduate 
school at Florida State and shortly thereafter met 
her husband, Bob. They were married on September 
19, 1970.  Bob had orders to report to Pope AFB, and 
they moved to Fayetteville in that same 
month.  They have been married 52 years. 

In 1984, she began leading a Young-Musicians’ 
Preparatory Program at Methodist University, which 
was at that time Methodist College.  She was also 
the Founding Director of the Methodist University 
Summer Music Camp in 1989 and served in that 
position until 2002.  It is now in its 34th year.  

Joy also pioneered the offering of Kindermusik, 
an internationally respected children’s music educa-
tion program, in Fayetteville. In 1990, when Kinder-
musik introduced new curriculum for toddlers, Joy 
trained and got certified to teach it. Soon, at the Arts 
Council and at Methodist University, she was offer-
ing the first-ever Kindermusik classes in town. She 
also taught Kindermusik classes to residents of the 
Fayetteville Metropolitan Housing Authority.   

Shortly after she retired as pianist in December 
2018, in 2019 she accompanied a 250-member choir 
at Carnegie Hall.  She has also served as a substitute 
pianist at Lafayette Baptist Church, and Hayes 
Barton Baptist Church in Raleigh.  Additionally, she 
has participated in two concerts (Red Springs-
spirituals, and Raleigh-4 piano), worked as the Pre-K
–First Grade Choral Music Instructor at the Fayette-
ville Academy, and continued teach private lessons.  

 

The obituary: Joycelyn Walden Cogswell 

Lavern “Nick” Cog-
swell, January 22, 

1938 ~ March 21, 2023 , 
85, of Montpelier, OH,  
passed away Tuesday, 
March 21, 2023 at his 
home surrounded by his 
family.  He was born on 

January 22, 1938 in Bridgewater Township to 
William Edward and Zelma A. (Allion) Cogswell.  Nick 
graduated from Montpelier High School.  On May 
29, 1960 he married Gladys O. Stahler in West Unity 
and she survives.  

Nick retired from Sauders Woodworking in 
Archbold in 2004 after 5 years in the packaging 
department.  Prior to that he worked for Bridge-
water Township at the maintenance building for 25 
years.  He was also a lifelong Bridgewater Township 
farmer.  Nick enjoyed taking care of his lawn and 
cutting and maintaining the woods. 

He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Gladys; 
children Rodney (Dee) Cogswell of Alvordton, Randy 
(Renee) Cogswell of Pioneer, Ronda (William) Vonalt 
of Montpelier and Roxane (Jason) Welsh of North 
Lewisburg, Ohio; grandchildren Erika Cogswell, Erik 
Cogswell, Ryan Cogswell, Kaylee Welsh, Tyler Welsh, 
Brittney Vonalt, Ashley Welsh and Braden Vonalt; 
brothers Morris (Emily) Cogswell of Bryan and Lyle 
Cogswell of Montpelier. 

 

The obituitary: Lavern “Nick” Cogswell 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/joycelyn-cogswell-obituary?id=38543041&utm_source=webshareapi&utm_medium=share_button&utm_campaign=wsapimobile_beta&fbclid=IwAR2eaVnTHh8pAsyIx7WvDYPxNnQ78uVbTMAw0TKLdkyIAQDPtofXDSRYLFw
https://www.thethompsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/LavernNick-Cogswell?fbclid=IwAR18XPvAEAM4ja4YOzy3-lG-W-jTVH_DXAms37B10jx-ErYRn8XZDJac35g#tributewall
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Milestones Deaths III 

Carolina B. Cogswell, 
93, of Los Lunas, passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 25, 2023.  
Story by Valencia County 
News-Bulletin , Mar 2, 2023  

Carolina was born March 
2, 1929, in El Paso, Texas, to 
Edgardo T. and Carolina 
Jimenez. She grew up there 
and later attended two years 
at UT El Paso. 

She married the love of her life, Jerry Cogswell, 
on June 27, 1954, and together they shared a 
lifetime of love, adventure and happiness. 

Carolina was employed by and retired from 
Southwestern Bell Telephone after 21 years of 
service. Along with her husband, Carolina was an 
antique and race car enthusiast. 

At the 1960 National Drag Races in Kansas City, 
Mo., Carolina won her E class race driving a 1952 
Studebaker convertible, and is credited with being 
the first woman to win a nationally-sanctioned drag 
racing event. 

Carolina is preceded in death by her parents, 
her beloved. 

 

Obituary: : Carolina B. Cogswell 

David L. Cogswell  
8/24/2022  
 

David “Dave, Dad, Papa” 
Cogswell was born Novem-
ber 29, 1959, in Friend, 
Nebraska. Son of Charles 
and Gwenda Cogswell, David 
spent his early years as a 
part of the Friend communi-
ty living on their family farm 
along with his siblings: Randal, Curtis, Linda, and 
Jeffrey. David loved telling stories that their child-
hood mornings were spent with chores like tending 
the fields, cows, pigs, and the “dreaded chickens” 
instead of watching cartoons. In high school, David 
played football and basketball and ran track. He was 
proud of being a Friend Bulldog letterman. During 
this time, he met his high school sweetheart and 
the love of his life, Deanna. 

David and Deanna were married in July of 1978 
and soon welcomed their first child, Jennifer. David 
completed his degree in computer science from 
Southeast Community College, which led his family 
across the Midwest, where they made many friends 
and memories. David and Deanna were eventually 
lured back to Nebraska and welcomed their second 
child, Allen. After a brief time in Oklahoma, they 
moved to Gretna, which became their permanent 
home. 

As life progressed, David also found other 
hobbies like co-ed softball and learned to play golf. 
He discovered a love for musicals. He began coach-
ing Jenny in softball and basketball and teaming up 
with Allen for golf and bowling events. Both of his 
children loved and still remember these times 
fondly. David and Allen won the Ashland member/
guest golf tournament and were bowling league 
champions more than once. 

 

Obituary: David “Dave, Dad, Papa” Cogswell  

https://news-bulletin.com/carolina-b-cogswell/?fbclid=IwAR3Z_PmS1X5J-KZ5PrG14uDrn7I80pUnzSwm0tUDB8piY0wS1A46GoiEOIk
https://roedermortuary.com/david-l-cogswell/
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Officers, Directors, & More 
Incorporated Massachusetts, February 17, 1989 
Founder & First President—Cyril Gray Cogswell 

Officers 

Directors 

Term: 2019 - 2022  Term: 2020 - 2023  Term: 2021-2024 

 Patti Cogswell  

Carolyn Cogswell Don Cogswell  

Eloise Gassert Brenden Martin  

Tammy Walker Bruce O’Connor  

Roger W. Bohn 
28 Ross St. 

Batavia, NY 14020 
President Emeritus 

 

cfa-emeritus@cogswellfamily.org 

       Howard Cogswell 
          1051 Orangewood Rd. 

             St. Johns, FL 32259-3160 

President 

cfa-president@cogswellfamily.org  

(904) 287-9404 

     FR Charles Cannon 

5011 McGregor Blvd 

Fort Myers, FL 33901  

Chaplain 

chascan58@gmail.com 

(561) 801 2143  

     Denis L. Cogswell 
                   8914 Puerto Del Rio Dr. #501 

            Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 

              Editor, 1st Vice President 
 

cfa-1st-vp@cogswellfamily.org 

(321) 613-2278 

     Edward R. Cogswell 
    214 140th St NW 

      Tulalip, WA 98271-8105 

Secretary 
 

cfa-secretary@cogswellfamily.org  

(360) 652-4615 

Eloise K. Gassert 
618 Fourth Ave 

Lady Lake, FL 32159 

Historian 
 

cfa-historian@cogswellfamily.org  

(352) 205-3322 

  Roger W. Bohn 
28 Ross St. 

Batavia, NY 14020 
Treaurer 

 

cfa-treasurer@cogswellfamily.org 
 (585) 344-1790 

    

 Pat Cogswell 
5902 Golden Road 

Sebring, FL 33875 

WebMaster 
 

cfa-webmaster@cogswellfamily.org 

 (863) 471-2735 

Database Keepers Legal Counsel 

Brenda & Carolyn Cogswell 
4375 Bankside Ave. 

West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

Database Keeper 

bcogs54@gmail.com 

(248) 360-8910 

Connor Cogswell 
213 Mitchell Lane 

Sewickley, PA 15143 
 

cfa-legal@cogswellfamily.org  

(413( 741-1657 

mailto:cfa-emeritus@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-president@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:chascan58@gmail.com
mailto:cfa-1st-vp@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-secretary@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-historian@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-treasurer@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:cfa-webmaster@cogswellfamily.org
mailto:bcogs54@gmail.com
mailto:cfa-legal@cogswellfamily.org
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